Lutheran Hour Ministries is a global family of believers. Together, we are united in mission and ministry. This page gives you a space to pray for members of the LHM family and share your own prayer requests. When you sign up to be an LHM Prayer Warrior, we will send you a FREE digital resource named Prayer: When You Don't Know What To Say that explores why and how we should pray -www.lhm.org/prayer. Please share this information in your church bulletins, newsletters and presentations.
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I N S I D E T H I S I S S U E :
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church The Ascension
Many Christian churches will celebrate Ascension Day on (or near) May 21, which is 40 days after Easter. Theologian Friedemann Hebart explained Christ's Ascension this way:
"When Jesus' work on Earth was done, he took leave of his disciples and went to be with his Father. A time for sad farewells, one might think. Yet the church celebrates the Ascension with special joy. What is the reason for joy when Jesus leaves his people? "The Ascension is not the end of Jesus' work, but a new beginning! How could Jesus ever leave us alone? Because he has gone to be Lord of the universe, he can continue his work of life and love -among us, too. His work was not just a short episode in Galilee. In the person of the Holy Spirit, the same Lord is present among us, still revealing the Father's loving heart, so that we, too, can believe -and sing songs of joy."
Pentecost
On Thursday, May 10, Christians around the world will celebrate the Day of Pentecost. It's often remembered as the church's birthday. Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he promised that the Holy Spirit would come upon those who believed in his resurrection.
Three thousand people were gathered in Jerusalem when the Spirit came upon them. They were so touched by the Holy Spirit that they began to worship regularly, especially on Sundays, the day of Christ's resurrection.
To symbolize the "tongues, as of fire" (Acts 2:3, NRSV) that came upon the people present at Pentecost, liturgical churches display the color red in their worship services on Pentecost Sunday. Many people attending worship wear red on that day.
THE BIBLE
What does the Bible do for us? The Bible tells us of God's love, grace and mercy. God has given us the Bible to guide us through our life here on earth. The Bible also helps to equip us and strengthen us in our witnessing. If we study Scripture on a regular basis, we will be strengthened in our faith in the Lord Jesus.
As Christians it is important for us to be in the Word on a regular basis. We do this in a number of ways. In all worship services we have at least two readings from the Bible; one is always from the Gospels. This is good but we also need to study the Bible more than just on Sundays.
Christ Our Savior has a number of Bible studies throughout the week. We have one between the services on Sunday. There is a ladies Bible study on Tuesdays, at the church, at 1:30 pm, in room 103. We have one on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm, with dinner at 5:30 pm before the Bible study. There is a Bible study on Wednesday morning and there is one on Friday, at 10:30 am in room 103.
We as a church can offer many types of Bible studies, at many times and on many different days. If you would like to participate in a Bible class that is already meeting, contact the leader of the class. If there is not a Bible class that meets your needs, please contact your Elder or me and we will get one started that will fit your needs.
We have some other ways to help you to study the Bible regularly. Some ways are Portals of Prayer that are available to our members quarterly daily study books, and many books in our library.
If you are not participating in any of the current Bible studies, please consider getting involved in one. In His Service, Merton Roberts, Elder 865.308.0204 mjrimr@gmail.com
SAVE THE DATE SATURDAY, MAY 5th, 2018
On Saturday, May 5 th , 2018 the Tennessee District of the Lutheran Laymen's League will be hosting its annual conference at Christus Victor Lutheran Church in Knoxville, Tennessee. The focus of this year's conference will be to familiarize people in East Tennessee with the offerings of Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM), its work throughout the world and encourage the use of modern digital capabilities. The conference will feature information about LHM including the latest digital offerings presented by Rachel Legoute of LHM. Also included will be a Bible study and information about LHM's ministries in Liberia.
As an added bonus, we expect Dr. Gregory Seltz (former LHM Speaker) to update us on his new assignment as the Executive Director of the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberties. This weekend will also be the celebration of our host congregation's Fiftieth Anniversary. The conference will begin at 10:00 AM with a Bible study and a brief business meeting followed by a pizza lunch. The afternoon session will feature information about LHM and presentations by our guest speakers. It will be followed with a fish fry and conclude around 6:30 PM after the viewing of the Kentucky Derby. The conference is offered free of charge including all meals. Please join us for this informative meeting. Contact Mark Roeder (770) 891-3978 for any additional information and registration.
Mark Roeder
THE CARING CHURCH
For some time now concerns have arisen about members of our loving church family whose attendance at church has been slipping a little or has been a little more sporadic than usual. There are generally common reasons for this such as illness, vacations or just plain losing interest. At any rate, this is not just our concern but a real concern throughout our nation. We truly believe as Elders, along with all the leaders of our church family that we should extend our hands, voices and caring hearts just a little further, especially towards those who are new or a little quieter than usual or generally just sitting alone. In other words, put some renewed ZEAL in your greeting and let it shine.
We want to encourage each of you to prayerfully consider expressing your Christian love and care by paying special attention to members of our church family, who usually sit in a nearby pew or have sat with you at Bible study, who are frequently absent. Perhaps many people will feel it is not their place to get involved. If you feel especially awkward in reaching out yourself with a straightforward but simple call expressing concern, we encourage expressing your concern to one of the Pastors or to any of the Elders, who will be working to strengthen relationships with members in their Elder groups.
We are all members of one body in Christ and caring for members of our church family is what the Lord would want from us. Romans 15:2 and 4-6 says, "Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, for building him up, … For whatever was written before was written for our instruction, so that through patience and the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. Now may the God of patience and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another in the manner of Christ Jesus, so that together with one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."
Your Caring Board of Elders 
COS ENDOWMENT FUND Grant Drive Successful & Other Blessings
The Endowment Fund Committee is pleased to report that our recent fund drive succeeded in raising the $10,000 deposit necessary to receive a second $5,000 Werner grant for investing in the Traditional Portfolio (60% equities/40% fixed income securities) that was recently established by the Lutheran Legacy Foundation. The purpose of this grant program is to encourage Lutheran churches to establish and grow endowment funds to support their ministries and outreach programs, as well as enhance their long -term financial security. As with the initial Werner grant that we obtained in 2017 to invest in the LLF Growth Portfolio, our second deposit will entitle the Christ Our Savior Endowment Fund to earn investment income on the total amount ($15,000 at inception), while the principal amount of the grant amount is being earned out over a 7-year period. Thanks to the members of our congregation whose generosity made this investment possible.
Our Endowment Fund has subsequently received a generous gift from Ursula Young that she made as she bid farewell to our congregation in connection with her relocation to Florida. This will permit our Endowment Fund to establish an account with the LCMS Foundation to further diversity our portfolio of investments. The LCMS Foundation has a range of funds for which professional managers with specialized expertise have been selected, and the fee structure is quite favorable. Although church endowment funds have historically benefited primarily from estate legacies, the importance of life-time giving for the COS Endowment Fund to achieve its mission is especially helpful. We are blessed and thankful that Ursula has set such a fine example, and we hope that others may consider similar opportunities in the future. For various ways to contribute, please refer to the COS Endowment Fund brochure, copies of which are available in the CMC ministry center.
ADOPT-A-STUDENT CALL DAYS HAVE COME AND GONE!
On April 24 th Casey and Noah Kegley, two of our adopted seminarians, learned where they will serve God's plan as pastors. On April 25th John Engwall, our recent Fort Wayne seminary graduate, has also gone into the service of the Lord. These young men celebrate beginning their careers in the church. However, on those days, 120 congregations hoped to have a new leader, but only 83 candidates graduated from both seminaries. It is important, as an LCMS congregation, that we continue our support for the Adopt -a-Student program, so that more young men will prepare for the ministry. The SCRIP team also now offers "Presto Pay". This process allows owners to purchase SCRIP Gift Cards online or increase the value of existing cards using normal "ACH" processing; after a separate sign-up has been completed -see the Administrator for the latest details.
See the latest brand List @ www.shopwithscrip.com By shopping through the SCRIP, a person doesn't have to spend any extra dollars to contribute to the things they love. For example if you shop regularly at Food Lion or Walmart or Omaha Steaks, purchase a SCRIP gift card and use it for your purchases.
